
 

 

September 2026
 

Minister’s Letter 

I trust that you have managed to have a rest over 
the summer, to make memories with family and 
friends and to enjoy the warmth but yet stay 
cool. As I write this letter, I cannot remember 
the last time that it rained and everywhere the 
earth is brown. The farmers are worried about 
the harvests and the effects of this change of 
weather will be experienced in the months to 
come as we are asked to engage with a new 
reality, very hot summers! 
 

While so much in life remains the same, we 
have to adapt to survive. I remember that 
wonderful scene from ‘Downton Abbey’ where 
Lady Sybil is going to marry the chauffeur, Tom 
Branson, and the Dowager Countess says to 
Lord Grantham, words to the effect, ‘when he 
goes to Ireland he will be working for a 
newspaper, we can make something of 
that…and is there not an aristocratic family 
called ‘Branson’ in Ireland?’ The aristocracy did 
not survive without learning to adapt. 
 

Church life continues to adapt to a world that is 
changing at an incredible pace and so we 
embark on another year, the beginning of my 
fourth year with you. By the time you read this, 
the work on the Bridge area of the church will 
have been completed. Thank you to Peter and 
the team. We will begin advertising again for the 
church mission enabler and ask you to 
prayerfully stand with us. We will also be 
advertising for someone to take on many of 
Peter Thorpe’s roles as he reduces his 
workload. In order to do some succession 
planning, four people have agreed to come on 
board as vestry stewards, Andy Hutchings, 
Georgie Carrington, Clare Mays and Julia 
Humphries. At the end of December 2026. 
Helen Lamb will complete her six years as a 
circuit steward. We are in the process of finding 
someone for that role. 
 

 
Church cannot function without the team of 
volunteers who work, mostly behind the 
scenes. When there are many volunteers, the 
workload is lighter. Is God calling you to offer a 
few hours to this place you call church, to God? 
Please prayerfully consider and have a 
conversation with me or one of the stewards. 
 

As I begin my fourth year with you I would once 
more like to offer you the opportunity to meet 
and chat and pray. So do reach out to me on  
Vindra.maraj-ogden@methodist.org.uk 07745 
205434. 
 

I want to end with a quote from a Charles 
Wesley hymn: 

Pray, without ceasing, pray, 
Your captain gives the word; 
His summons cheerfully obey, 
And call upon the Lord; 
To God your every want 
In instant prayer display; 
Pray always; pray and never faint; 
Pray, without ceasing, pray! 

We take all our hopes, dreams and wants for 
ourselves and for this church in prayer and see 
the guiding hand of God in all outcomes, when 
our prayers are answered as prayed and when 
God chooses a different outcome. 

We trust in the Lord, our God. 
 

With every blessing, 

Vindra 
 

Thanks 

Graham Cocking thanks everyone for their 
prayers and would like you to know because of 
your prayers and the exemplary care of the staff 
at Kingston Hospital he is progressing well now 
at home. May God richly bless you as you 
continue in His way. 

mailto:Vindra.maraj-ogden@methodist.org.uk


 

 

Network Fellowship 

This is a friendly group which meets fortnightly on 
Monday afternoons and is open to all.  A programme 
of talks, photography, music, games and members’ 
afternoons, where any topic might be discussed, 
provides something enjoyable for everyone. 
 

The afternoon starts with a time of devotions and ends 
with tea and biscuits (and cake if someone has a 
birthday!), when there is time to chat to those around you. 

Monday 7 September 
New Chapters with Rev Vindra Maraj-Ogden  
 

Monday 21 September 
London’s Calling with Katie MacAuslan 

For more information, speak to Marina Golding or 
Maggie Turner. 
 
 

Alive in the Word: Bible Study and 

Fellowship 

It is so essential to a growing church both as 
individuals and corporately that we come together to 
have fellowship and to study God’s word.  Apart from 
our class meetings, there are two main opportunities 
to do this as part of our regular church life. 

Firstly, a group of people meet together most 
Wednesday mornings from 10  - 11.30am at David and 
Carol Fullbrook’s house, 21 Waverley Avenue, 
Surbiton to reflect on the previous Sunday’s service 
and study the Bible passages used in the service, but 
in more depth than the service time allows.  Reading 
and understanding the Bible is central to our faith, 
and we would love it if anyone would like to join us. 
These studies will be starting on Wednesday 2 
September 
 

Secondly, we will be meeting every other Wednesday 
from 7.30pm at the Tennis Club to study the Book of 
Acts. These studies are led by Denis Vernon and are 
wonderful opportunities to really understand God’s 
word. We will be meeting on 2,16 and 30 September. 
 

These meetings are open to ALL. You need only have 
a desire to understand the Bible better and what it 
says for you and your life. 
David Fullbrook 
 
 

Mid-week Communion  

followed by Coffee   

Wednesday 9 September at 
10.30am. Communion will be 
followed by coffee and a time to 
talk together.   

Come on and Celebrate…. 
 

ALPHA changes lives. It 
challenges those of us with an 
existing Christian faith and 
those without and it is an 
incredibly exciting venture. 

To celebrate our most recent 
course we will be having an 
ALPHA celebration service of 
song, prayer, bible preaching and testimonies from 
people who attended the course. This will be on the 
morning of Sunday 6 September. Coffee, fruit juice 
and pastries will be available from 10am at the 
Church, so come and enjoy those, then the service 
will follow at 10.30am.  Invite relatives and friends to 
come and hear what God can do in lives today! 
 
 

Zoom Prayers 

‘Where do our tracks take us?’ 
 

Watchman Nee, a famous Chinese evangelist, wrote 
that our prayers lay down the track along which God’s 
power can come. Like a mighty locomotive, his power 
is irresistible, but it cannot reach us without rails. 

A praying church is a Godly church and one which 
openly seeks God’s will for it both in individual lives 
and also as a corporate body. We have to offer all we 
are doing to him to understand the way that the tracks 
will take us. Only then can we really experience God’s 
incredible power. 

Surbiton Hill needs to continue to grow into that 
praying church and so we are going to start a Church 
Prayer time every Monday evening between 7.00 -
7.30pm. We will be starting on Monday 7 

September. 

The prayer time is open to all and we will be using the 
zoom conference calls. The number each week is  
https://zoom.us/j/98681008326?pwd=awHFFb8dd0
LXtOVsQekPQBHh1vN18K.1 
 

Meeting ID: 986 8100 8326 
Passcode: 431762 
 

You do not have to be there every week and indeed 
you do not have to be there for all the time that the call 
is open (just dip in and out). 

If we are able to do this, God’s power will be like that 
mighty locomotive running to and through us on the 
right tracks and in the right direction. 

Please contact me if you have any questions. 
 
David Fullbrook 
 

https://zoom.us/j/98681008326?pwd=awHFFb8dd0LXtOVsQekPQBHh1vN18K.1
https://zoom.us/j/98681008326?pwd=awHFFb8dd0LXtOVsQekPQBHh1vN18K.1


 

 

Harvest Thanksgiving 

This year the stewards have nominated the 
Whitechapel Mission for our Harvest Service Appeal. 

The Mission, formerly called 
the Whitechapel Methodist 
Mission, has been serving the 
homeless and marginalised 
since 1876.  This year marks 
the Charity’s 150th anniversary. 
 

It provides food, shelter, 
clothing and medical care in 

addition to addressing deeper needs for life skills, job 
skills training and addiction recovery.  Their services 
include: 

▪ Free breakfast weekdays from 8am - 10am 
▪ Free showers weekdays from 6.30am - 10am 
▪ Free clothing when needed 
▪ Advice and support team 8am - 3pm 
▪ Computer suite weekdays 8am - 3pm 

As many as 450 people walk through their door every 
day and in 2025 their success rate was impressive:   

• 126,283 meals were served 
• 3,258 people were offered housing advice 
• 9,391 were given support resulting in: 
• 367 being prevented from being homeless 
• 59 finding employment 
• 41 being referred for treatment 

The Mission gets no statutory funding so we hope you 
will donate generously on 27 September by: 

Donating on the card machine in the foyer: 
Bank transfer – A/c Surbiton Hill Methodist Church 
Society, sort code: 20-46-73: A/c no. 90737291: 
Ref: Whitechapel. 
Cash donations using the yellow envelopes marked 
‘Whitechapel’. 
 

Thank you so much, Surbiton Hill.  I’m sure we can 
make a small difference. 
 
 

 
 

Thanks 

Jan and Peter Robson would like to thank you all for 
the love and prayers they have received from the 
church family at Surbiton Hill, in particular during 
difficult times over the past few months. They are 
grateful also for the calls and messages and visits 
which have been a great help and comfort – a 
testament to the loving care and support that the 
church offers. 

God bless. 
 

…..and thank you, Peter and Robert 
 

During the summer months Peter Thorpe and Robert 
Bridges have been beavering away behind the scenes 
helping to make our Church safe and to bring our 
communications up to date. 
 

Peter successfully project managed the long overdue 
refurbishment of the bridge connecting the coffee bar 
to the main stairs by the Upper Hall.  This is now a 
robust, light and airy structure which should last for 
another 60 years!! And for the first time in nearly 
twenty years the issue will be removed from the 
Property Committee Agenda.  Well done! 
 

Since March (!), Robert has been negotiating with BT 
Residential and BT Business with a view to upgrading 
our internet and telephone line to full fibre. Robert has 
patience of gargantuan proportions!! Following 
months of trying to talk to the ‘correct’ department, 
being moved from pillar to post and attending fruitless 
meetings, the task was finally successfully 
completed at the beginning of August. 
 

He even managed to secure some compensation for 
the inconvenience they, BTB caused. No mean feat, 
that! 
 

On behalf of everyone at Surbiton Hill - a BIG THANK 
YOU to both Peter and Robert for all the time and 
effort they have put into not only these tasks but all 
the other jobs throughout the year too. Your hard work 
is all very much appreciated. 
 

 

God of the cosmos, God of the humdrum, 
Be with us today: 
Share our gladness at our meeting, 
Inspire our talking and listening, 
Enjoy our laughter and vision, 
And be glorified in the ‘someone has to do it’ chores. 
May your irrepressible adventurous spirit be in us 
Today and every day, 
As we journey towards all that you call us to be.  
Amen 
Frances Blodwell



 

 

SHMC APPOINTMENTS  2026-27          
(taking effect from September 2026)              
                 Appointed    
A.  ELECTED BY ACM (7 June 2026)   

Stewards     *Marina Golding 2013 
      *Jilly Bridges  2016 

*Ross Strachan 2021 
      * David Fullbrook 2025 
 

Representatives to Church Council        Jeannette Barwick 2013 
(6 – 15 possible)    Cynthia Jones  2013 

      Pat Lavers  2019 
      Kathryn Ingham 2021 
      Julia Humphries 2024 
      Clare Mays  2025 
      Rosemary Vernon 2026 
      Ruth Chiraga  2026 
 
B.   APPOINTED BY CHURCH COUNCIL (9 July 2026)  

Council Members 
Treasurer      Vacant  ∞   
Church Council Secretary    Carol Fullbrook 2021 
Worship Consultation Convenor  *Marion Thorpe 2013 
Property Steward    Vacant ∞ 
Finance Chair    *Ross Strachan 2021 
Pastoral Secretary     *Margaret Turner 2012 
Junior Church Leader   Liz Tattersall  2025 
Sports/Tennis Outreach Rep  Terry Ingham  2013 
Publicity     *Linda Bridges  2022 
Safeguarding Officer   *Linda Bridges  2014 

 
∞ Peter Thorpe is continuing to cover these roles for the time being 
* Leadership Team members  
 

 
Other Office Holders  
Reps to Circuit Meeting   Ross Strachan, Marina Golding, Cynthia Jones, Carol Fullbrook, 

  +1 vacancy 
Church Rep to Invitation Com  Linda Bridges 
Worship Leader    Jeannette Barwick     
Complaints Panel     Mike Bibby, Marina Golding, Margaret Turner.   
Class Leaders/Pastoral Visitors  Jeannette Barwick, Rosemary Bibby, Alison Camfield, Nyaradzo 

Cheswick, Ruth Chiraga, Marina Golding, Ann Hackman, Margaret 
Hines, Kathryn and Terry Ingham, Jan Robson, Marion Thorpe, 
Margaret Turner, Ruth van Es, Sue Wall. 

Extended Communion   Margaret Hines, Sue Wall, Jeannette Barwick.  
Communion Stewards   Margaret Hines, Ruth Chiraga, Monica Maragh. 
Prayer Contacts     Ruth van Es, Margaret Turner. 
Reps to Tennis Club   Marina Golding, Margaret Turner. 
Assistant Stewards   Mike Bibby, Ruth van Es, Baba Ojudayi. 
Property Secretary     Vacant 
Finance Secretary    Vacant 
Gift Aid     Shireen Inniss  
Director of Music    Linda Bridges 
Organist     Margaret Turner 

 

The list of Church office-
holders for the coming year is 
set out on the left.  There are 
five vacancies still to be filled.  
Anyone interested in helping 
with one of these roles (in whole 
or part) should speak to Vindra 
or one of the Stewards.  Peter, 
in particular, is hoping for some 
relief – he’s been looking after 
the property for the last 20 
years and was Treasurer for 
eight years prior to that. 
 

You will notice that some 
people are doing more than one 
job.  We really need others to 
come forward and volunteer to 
take on some of these posts. 
This would take the pressure off 
some of our busiest people. 
 

Please spend some time to 
consider if YOU could fill one of 
these roles. 



 

 

About Alana, our new Circuit Minister 
 

I am delighted to be able to introduce myself to the 
Kingston-upon-Thames Circuit, ever mindful that 
nothing can replace the richness of encountering 
each other in person. Who, then is this new minister 
coming into your community; a wife, step-mum, 
daughter, sister, sister-in-law, niece, cousin, aunt, 
grand aunt, friend and colleague. A presbyter, 
theologian, pilgrim, poet, teacher, barrister, 
mathematician, bookbinder, printer, bibliophile, and 
appreciator of art, music, and creation. I hope 
together these descriptors express a deep 
relationality, an awareness that all that I am has been 
formed and continues to be transformed in 
relationship with God, self, and others.  

Many years ago, I took a course at Heythrop College 
and read there that spirituality was an expression of 
our relational natures. This made enormous sense to 
me, striking at the depth of what it is to be...a matter 
of ultimate concern. Relational wellbeing and 
spirituality go hand in hand. At the heart of what it is to 
be fully human, is to be ever formed in relationship, in 
community with God, self and others, balancing our 
needs with those of others, with God and with all 
creation, nurturing, sustaining and building up, that 
we may become members of communities of 
relational transformation. This is after all what it is to 
be Christians, to live out our call to love one another 
as we love ourselves and as God loves us.  
 

You can know the health of a community by this 
relationality, this coming togetherness and building 
each other upness; we see it in each other, in those 
who put themselves at the service of others, who 
build up our communities and hold us together. We 
know it in ourselves too, and we know when we need 
to step aside and take time away, at times of grief and 
loss, and of relational disruption. I am returning to 
ministry after a year out, a restorative year in which I 
have continued to develop my bookbinding skills, 
explored printmaking, become a visitor and patron of 
the arts and museums in London and elsewhere, 
been on retreats, explored loss and grief, and 
travelled from the North to South and East to West of 
the UK, a pilgrim to sacred places, thin places, and 
places of outstanding natural beauty and wonder.  
 

There is so much to share with you and for us to 
explore together. I could say more about having been 
Superintendent in the Islington and Camden Mission 
Circuit and before that in the Cardiff Circuit, or about 
the importance of our being listening and story-telling 
communities, of church at the margin, of 
intentionality and spirituality, ecumenism and 
relationships across faiths, but I will save that for 
when we are together. Stephanie and I are looking 

forward to being with you in September, and 
meanwhile we continue to encounter people, places, 
creativity and life in the Southwest of Wales and 
England.  
 

May God be with you all, and may you know God’s 
power working in you, so that you can do infinitely 
more than you can ever ask or imagine, for the glory of 
God is revealed in our being fully alive.  

Rev Alana  

 

 
Film Screening and Talk 

Kingston Methodist Church will be screening the 
climate emergency briefing on Saturday 12 
September at 3.00pm. The film, hosted by Chris 
Packham, is essential viewing and lasts about 50 
minutes. We will then have a round-table discussion 
so people can share their thoughts.  
 

We will also be sharing examples from the local 
community of successful carbon reduction 
measures. We think it's really important to show 
people that there are positive, constructive steps we 
can all make to improve the environment. The event is 
free of charge, but to find out more about the film and 
reserve a ticket please register using this link: 
 

https://www.tickettailor.com/events/kingstonmetho
distchurch/2304087 
 
We look forward to seeing you. 
 

https://www.tickettailor.com/events/kingstonmethodistchurch/2304087
https://www.tickettailor.com/events/kingstonmethodistchurch/2304087


 

 

Praise Party 

 
 

Prayers for September 
 

Loving Lord, at the beginning of a new year in the life 
of this church we come to you, seeking your guidance 
and committing ourselves to your service.  

Almighty God, we pray for Vindra as she begins 
another year with us and the Circuit.  We pray for Rev 
Alana Lawrence settling into her new home and this 
Circuit. May we support both of them in all that has to 
be done and remember them daily. 

Gracious Lord, we come to offer our thanks and 
confessions, to bring our hopes and fears for the 
future, and to learn more of your purpose for our lives. 

Living Lord, help us to make the most of the days 
ahead, using them to the full, and bringing honour to 
you through the way we live. Help us to make time for 
our loved ones, giving them the love and support they 
deserve, as well as making proper time for ourselves -  
working, resting, playing and reflecting. 

Compassionate Lord, teach us how to love and make 
time for others, listening and encouraging, serving 
and sharing.  

But also, Father God, help us to find time for you, to 
read your word and offer our prayers, seeking your will 
and responding to your call. Speak to us and help us 
to hear your voice, see your hand, and know your will 
so that we can walk in faith in the knowledge that you 
will continue to guide and bless us. 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen 

Lights, Camera, Action 

The tennis club was recently part of the filming for a 
major Disney Plus tv show. Whilst the actual filming 
took place at our neighbouring club, Surbiton Racket 
and Fitness Club, our grounds were used to house the 
‘extras’, plus all of the catering tents for the occasion. 
It was a fun week and one in which the club was able 
to further its community profile. As the pictures below 
show, the whole of our grounds were used. 
 
Not only was it a fun event to be part of, but also the 
additional income from the hire of the grounds is 
enabling the club to resurface two of its courts in 
September and to improve other facilities for 
members.  

 

 

The club continues to grow and welcomes new 
members. We are a club that caters for all playing 
standards, so if you would like to join us we would love 
to see you. 

If you have any questions about what is available, 
then do please contact me or look at the club’s 
website at: 
www.surbitonmethodisttennis.org  
 

David Fullbrook 

davidmfullbrook@gmail.com  
  

http://www.surbitonmethodisttennis.org/
mailto:davidmfullbrook@gmail.com


 

 

Bridge Renewal 
 

When the Annex was built in 1958 it was connected to 
our main building by an open-air steel and cast-iron 
bridge with railings on each side.  In the late 1960s this 
was enclosed on a DIY basis by Church members. 
 

Sixty years later that enclosure had reached the end 
of its useful life.  The asbestos roof leaked (despite 
repeated patching), the window frames were rotting 
and there had never been any insulation.  Church 
Council agreed on complete renewal of the 
superstructure. 
 

So, in June/July, the old enclosure and original railings 
were stripped away and there was careful inspection 
of the underlying steel beams.  In one small area, 
where rain had penetrated and not drained away, 
there was minor corrosion on the top of one beam.  
Both our builder and the structural surveyor we used 
commented independently that this should not be a 
problem but if we wanted to be doubly safe a short 
steel plate could be attached, and we opted for that. 
 

A new, fully-insulated superstructure was then built 
on top, with bigger windows and uPVC cladding on the 
exterior walls.  The result is a much lighter, less 
claustrophobic and rainproof passageway. 
 

The project came in very largely on budget and on time 
- save only for the cost of and slight delay for the extra 
steel plate.  And it was all achieved with only minimal 
disruption to the various groups using our upstairs 
rooms - thanks to our Administrator’s careful 
rescheduling of bookings.   
 

(Thanks also to Allison for these photos, especially 
the one featuring Peter lending a hand!) 
 
 

 

  
 

  
 

  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Open the Book 

Andrew Parker, Peter Hunt (both from Chessington 
Methodist Church) and myself, on most Thursday 
mornings during school term time, go into St Andrew’s 
and St Mark’s Church of England Junior School in 
Maple Road and put on short plays relating to well-
known Biblical events. The scheme is known as Open 
the Book.  The scripts are contained in a book 
published by the Bible Society called The Storytelling 
Bible. There are 90 stories to choose from, ranging 
from the Creation in Genesis to the Book of Revelation 
at the end of the New Testament.  The plays are acted 
out before the whole of the school assembly, lasting 
about 15-20 minutes, and if all the classes are 
present, over 300 pupils will be there. 

So how did it start? 

About seven years ago, Sharon Lloyd, then the youth 
work leader at Surbiton Hill, formed a small group 
from various churches in the area and, at the request 
of the school, began to perform.  When Sharon left to 
take up a new job, Bron Coveney took over the 
leadership and on her departure last year it left the 
three of us to carry on. Personnel have changed over 
time.  Marion Thorpe was part of the group over a 
lengthy period, but Andrew, Peter and I have been part 
of it since the early days. 

From the very beginning, we would decide on the 
appropriate script after the school had given us the 
themes they wished us to develop, eg. faith or trust.  
We arranged who would play various parts with, over 
a period of time, more and more children getting 
involved and, as their confidence grew, to include 
speaking parts.  However, when Bron left, a change in 
style, though not in substance, took place. Now the 
school decides both the theme and the script, leaving 
the direction and casting to us. We have always 
needed a narrator, who is often now a teacher. 
Despite some initial misgivings, the formula has 
worked surprisingly well, although it has been truly 
impossible to replace Bron. As well as being a fine 
director, she was a skilled magician, being a member 
of the Magic Circle.  The props she provided were 
sometimes stunning! 

We hope what we do may kindle the imagination of the 
children to explore the Bible more fully for themselves 
and, at the same time, get as much fun and enjoyment 
out of Open the Book as we do. 

P.S. Since Bron and Marion gave up, we have been 
without a female actor. If anyone is interested in 
joining us, please contact me on 020 8399 8596. We 
are all enthusiastic amateurs, so no acting 
experience is required, but the usual DBS 
safeguarding checks are needed, 
Mike Bibby 

Cricket  
 

200 years ago, on 5 September 1826, John Wisden, 
British cricketer was born. He was the founder of 
Wisden’s Cricketers’ Almanack launched with 112 
pages in 1864 and now runs to 1500 pages and is the 
bible of cricket. 

Wisden was a builder’s son, born in Brighton. He 
moved to London after his father died, and lived with 
the outstanding Sussex wicketkeeper, Tom Box. 
Wisden was only 5ft 4in and weighed seven stone 
when he made his first-class debut for Sussex against 
MCC in 1845, taking nine wickets. He became known 
as Little Wonder.  
 

He averaged 225 wickets a season for twelve years, 
took 455 wickets in 1851, and clean bowled all ten 
wickets in the second innings for North v South in 
1850. He bowled fast, round-arm (before overarm 
was permitted) and was said to have had an 
extraordinary off-break. He was also a strong 
batsman. 
 

Away from the game, Wisden began a cricket 
equipment business in Leamington Spa in 1850, and 
five years later opened a "cricket and cigar" shop in  
central London, initially in partnership with fellow-
cricketer Fred Lillywhite. Wisden was also cricket 
coach at Harrow School and in 1867 bought The 
Cricketers, a public house at Duncton in Sussex.  
 

In 1859 Wisden – by now bowling slow – was involved 
in the first tour by an English team to Canada and the 
United States, where he achieved a double hat-trick, 
taking six wickets in six balls. 
 

Because of rheumatism, Wisden retired from cricket 
in 1863 at the early age of 37 and started publishing 
his annual Cricketers' Almanack the following year. 
Described now as the most famous sports book in the 
world, the iconic, yellow-bound volume contains 
comprehensive match records, chapter and verse, 
prophecy, history and the occasional sermon. It is 
known simply as Wisden.  
 

 
  



 

 

Where are they now? 

It is always interesting to hear about church members 
who have moved away for various reasons and where 
they are now. Over the next few months Prospect will 
feature some of the people who have moved away 
from Surbiton and this church.  

First up is Louise Mount: 

If you were wondering where Louise has gone to - 
wonder no more. I’m living in a small town in 
northeast Derbyshire called Bolsover. It is the town I 
was born and brought up in. My sister lives just around 
the corner from me. It is an ex-mining town and has a 
castle on top of a very steep hill. It still has half-day 
closing on a Wednesday! We are not far away from the 
Peak District and Chatsworth. It’s usually pretty green 
but in mid-August it’s looking very parched. There are 
a lot of new houses being built in Bolsover and the 
surrounding area - it is convenient for commutes to 
Sheffield/South Yorkshire and Nottingham/Derby. 
 
I work from home for 3 and a half days a week. I am 
still working on bee health which is always very 
interesting. When I’m not working, I spend a lot of time 
doing crafts or in the garden, sometimes doing crafts 
in the garden. My favourite crafts are knitting and 
sewing but I will also do pretty much any craft I can 
find time for. My favourite plants are tomatoes       
Thursday is choir night and we are singing 
Rutter’s Magnificat this term (I’m sure Linda will 
approve). I will be missing the performance though as I 
am cruising (which I’m sure Linda will not approve of). 
 

I attend Bolsover 
Methodist Church. It has 
about 70 members and is 
one of the larger 
churches in the circuit; 
there are 15 churches in 
the circuit but we are 
reviewing our structure at 
the moment. Bolsover is 
a fairly relaxed church. It 

has a heart for hospitality and we run a twice weekly 
cafe. We meet at 10.30am on a Sunday. We have a 
worship group so have a mix of contemporary songs 
and more traditional hymns. We have a few 
babies/toddlers which are a joy.  We have had a few 
people join us from the new housing developments. 
I sing in the worship group, help run the craft 
group/natter session and do the occasional flower 
arrangement. It has the same issues as most 
churches - having enough volunteers and money to do 
all the things we want to. 
 

This year we are celebrating 200 years of Methodism 
in Bolsover and have a few celebration events, 

including a Songs of Praise. I have chosen ‘Morning 
has broken’ because we have a lot of noisy blackbirds 
in our garden!  The hymn speaks to me about how 
God’s blessings are new every morning and are 
enough to get us through each day. 
 

If you are in the area and are in need of a cup of tea, 
do let me know.  Louise.  

 
Above is Louise (right) with her sister Sarah on holiday 
in Mevagissey. 
 

Oasis Pre-School 

Oasis pre-school is now taking bookings for 
September 2026.  Full and part-time places available. 
 

At Oasis we create a warm and nurturing 
home-from-home environment where 
children thrive, grow and develop a life-
long love of learning. 

What we offer: 
• Flexible, affordable childcare 
• A warm, home-from-home 

environment 
• Dedicated key worker support 
• 90+ years of team experience 
• Highly trained, continually developing staff 
• Full and part-time places available 

 

Contact us: 

07789 383031 07771 882134 
oasispreschool@hotmail.co.uk 
www.oasispreschool.uk  
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Ewell Road   Surbiton   Surrey   KT6 6AF 
Charity registration number 1127609 

 

Minister: Rev Vindra Maraj-Ogden 
  07745 205434 
  

Church Administrator: Allison Whittle  
 
Church Office: 39 Ewell Road, Surbiton KT6 6AF 
  020 8390 4598 
  shmc.office@kingstoncircuit.org.uk    
  www.surbitonhillmethodist.co.uk  
 
Office hours: Tuesday 9.30am – 1.30pm   
  Wednesday 9.30am – 1.30pm 
  Thursday 9.30am – 1.30pm     
  Friday 9.30am – 12.30pm 
  
Circuit Coordinator: Michael Axton    
     
Circuit Office: 39 Ewell Road, Surbiton KT6 6AF 
  020 8390 4598 
  maxton@kingstoncircuit.org.uk 
   
Office hours: Tuesday – Thursday  
  9.00am – 2.00pm 

On Wednesday and Thursday Michael 
works from home. 

 

 

Circuit Information 

If you have any news or contributions which you 
would like to share with the Circuit, please email them 
to Michael Axton at: maxton@kingstoncircuit.org.uk 
by Tuesday 15 September for inclusion in the October 
newsletters. 
 
 

 

October 2026 Prospect 
 

Copy for the October 2026 issue should be sent by 
email to shmcprospect@gmail.com 

 

If this mode of transmission is not possible, please 
give a hard copy to the editor, Linda Bridges. 

 

The closing date is 16 September 
 

September 2026 Diary 

Sunday morning worship in church is livestreamed on 
our YouTube channel.  These services stay on our 
YouTube channel as recordings – you can watch them 
at any time.  

   6 September 10.30am: ALPHA Service 
   4.30pm: Praise Party with Jilly Bridges 
     

 13 September 10.30am: Rev Vindra Maraj-Ogden 
          5.15pm: Welcome Service for Rev Alana 

Lawrence at Kingston 
Methodist Church  

 

 20 September 10.30am: Rev Vindra Maraj-Ogden 
    HOLY COMMUNION and 
    PASTORAL DEDICATION 

 

 27 September 10.30am: Rev Vindra Maraj-Ogden 
    HARVEST THANKSGIVING 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
   MONDAY  2.00pm: Network Fellowship 

Monday 7 September  
New Chapters with Rev Vindra 
Maraj-Ogden  

 

Monday 21 September 
London’s Calling with Katie 
MacAuslan 

   7.00pm: Zoom Prayers  
      
   TUESDAY 10.00am: Oasis Toddler Group – 

every week during term time 
 
 WEDNESDAY 9.30am: Mixed Tennis 
    10.00am: Bible Study and Fellowship 
     2, 16, 23 and 30 September 
    10.30am: Midweek Communion  
     9 September 
    1.30pm: Ladies Badminton 

    7.30pm: Table Tennis Club  
    7.30pm: Bible Study at the Tennis Club 
     2, 16 and 30 September 
 
  THURSDAY  9.30am: Mixed Tennis 

    2.00pm: Craft and Chat 
     17 September 
      
  SATURDAY  1.30pm: Mixed Tennis 
 
 

 

Church Meetings in September 

Friday 4 Sept at 10.30am     Worship Consultation 
Tuesday 8 Sept at 7.00pm  Stewards 
Thursday 10 Sept at 10.00am Pastoral Committee 
Tuesday 15 Sept at 7.30pm Leadership 
Thursday 24 Sept at 2.30pm Property 
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